WHAT   T   WANT   MY   DAUGHTER   TO   BK
that bawling capacity for self-righteous indignation which
so many young men and women have to-day. Anger should
be quick and quickly spent. It should be personal, and not
vicarious. It should be real anger, and not merely the exas-
peration that comes of fretted nerves or facile emotion. I do
not want her to indulge in histrionics, to boast that she 'sees
red/ to be sentimental about immoral slovens, drunkards, or
the inequalities of fortune. On the contrary,, I would have her
the least trifle cool towards social misfits and rebels, towards
friends who impudently dress old fallacies in new phraseology
and call them *modn,' and towards bigots of every hue. In
youth she cannot fail to make her generous mistakes. I would
not wish a single one of them away. She is bound to pass
through phases of moral and aesthetic delusion, such as all
ardent spirits must encounter as they adventure through life.
I shall not object to these or even pray that they may be brief.
But I hope that whatever her mistakes of detail, and whatever
her eager enthusiasms for the false good and the third rate,
she will keep her eyes set forever upon the ultimate sanity of
what I must call imaginative reason,
I want all these things for one purpose only. If my daughter
is to receive no social advantage from the fact that her father
is a writer, she should at least receive from him whatever help
his temperament and experience of men can give. And the
object of early sympathy, the encouragement of fun and
quick-wittedness in the cradle, though it is not strictly
utilitarian, is that she should be happy from the outset and
through life, that she should trust others and give them her
rich benevolence of interest, that she should be instinctively
magnanimous, and that she should learn very early indeed to
laugh first at herself, and only then, without cruelty, at others,
I do not want her to enjoy a protected happiness, or an
ignorant happiness; I do want her to be happy in self-accept-
ance and self-forgetfulness.
Now it seems to me that the majority of people are un-
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